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1290 — 122) 5 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
May 15, 1962, 


Honorable N. A. Willmore, 
Minister of Lands and Forests, 
Natural Resources Building, 
EDMONTON, Alberta. 


Dear Sir: 


This attached proposal is submitted to you requesting the opportunity to 
lease property in the North Saskatchewan River, Known as Big Island, and 
the land adjoining along the West bank of the river to the crest of the river 
valley. 


We understand this land is under your jurisdiction with the island reserved 
to the Department of Highways. 


We respectfully suggest that this historical landmark should not be destroyed 
but should be restored and returned to public use, 


The development of Big Island will be of advantage to the citizens of the 
Edmonton area. It will preserve and restore to the use of the public an 
area of historical fame. Big Island was the traditional Edmonton picnic 
ground in the days of Mr. John Walker's paddle wheel steamer the 'City of 
Edmonton'. 


We propose to provide recreational facilities summer and winter for some 
15,000 people, relieving to some extent, pressure on both Civic and Provin- 
cial Parks Departments. It will provide relief on highways during busy 
summer weekends, and provide work for a substantial number of people. 

Of particular interest may be the 'Winter Works', factor. 


The source of our initial capital is in the Province of Alberta. The proposed 
source of our further capital is in the Edmonton area, 


We earnestly hope that the attached proposal will meet with your consider- 
ation and approval, 


Yours very truly, 


oe ELE PES 








PROPOSAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF BIG ISLAND 


(1) We are interested in developing a public park, in the vicinity of the 
City of Edmonton. 


(2) Our requirements are approximately 200 acres, well treed, slopes 
suitable for skiing, reasonably sheltered and with a large supply of 
good water nearby. Big Island and the West Shore of the river bor- 
dering the island best fit our specifications. 


(3) We do not feel that this type of development allows a large outlay 
for land. The land must be reasonably priced - long term lease, or 
purchase. We will be catering to the masses of the public who will 
be very cost consious. The main source of revenue will be a charge 
to enter the property. Proposed $1.00 per car. Parking and picnic 
facilities will be free. Picnic tables, stoves, firewood, picnic shelters 
and comfort stations will be spotted throughout the area as required. 


(4) The land will be returned to as near its natural state as possible 
consistant with opening it up for public use by underbrushing, clearing 
trails and preparing sites for picnic tabies and shelters. The island 
itself will be kept relatively free of commercial development. 


(5) Parking facilities will have to be limited to not use up to much of the 
available recreational land. We therefore, propose to increase the 
accessability by means of two riverboats running from downtown 
Edmonton, The plan is to build simulated paddle-wheel steamers each 
carrying 50 to 100 persons, 


6) If we can obtain a lease we will commence operation almost immediately. 
Pp Ye 
We will guarantee, within 90 days to meet with government requirements 
and begin: 
(a) underbrushing the area 
b repare parking facilities and improve road approaches 
prep Pp & Pp pp 


(c) construction of comfort stations, picnic tables, and shelters. 


Our goal will be to open the property to the public for at least one day 
each week prior to the end of this summer, 


The public will be allowed to use the property on Sundays, free of charge, 


during the initial construction phase. 


(7) Before the winter of 1962-63, we propose to prepare ski-slopes, toboggan 
and sleigh runs, install a snow making machine, start construction of 


- continued on page 2 
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a ski lodge, and have close to 3/4 mile of skating available. 


(8) We propose, during the fall and winter of 1962-63 to begin construction 
of: 


(a) a first class restaurant - dance pavillion 

(b) concession buildings 

(c) facilities to provide a variety of recreational facilities - 
tennis courts - horse barns - bridle paths - pitch and putt 
golf - a stocked fishing pool for children etc. 


(d) two (2) paddle - wheel steamers. 


(9) We propose by the summer of 1964 to have in operation - outdoor 
wading and swimming pools, and an indoor swimming pool of Olymic 
proportions. 


(10) The primary construction materials planned are fieldstone and log - 
utilizing products of Alberta. 


Construction will probably never cease but we would have the area 
fully operational by the summer of 1965 with an investment of an esti- 
mated $1,000, 000. 00. 


We guarantee to give the public full satisfaction for their money. 


We guarantee to provide facilities of the highest standards in appearance, 
safety and health. 
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